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In This Issue 

• Grand Knight Comments 

• Ladies Auxiliary 

• Mercy For The Starving 

• Photo Album 

• Ukraine Support 

• Miscellaneous items 

 

Upcoming Events 

November 

11/05 Pies By The Guys 

11/07 Ladies Auxiliary 

11/08 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

December 

12/04 Knight Before 

Christmas -SJN 

12/05 Ladies Auxiliary 

12/06 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

12/11 Breakfast with Santa / 

Keep Christ in 

Christmas -SPCR 

12/13 Council Christmas 

Party  

 

January 

01/02 Ladies Auxiliary 

01/03 Officers’ Business Mtg. 

01/10 Membership Mtg - SJN 

 

 

New Degree Schedule 

1st, 2nd, 3rd Degree  

Dec. 4, Knight Before 

Christmas - SJN 

 

4th Degree Exemplification 

TBD 

 

 

GREG’S RAMBLINGS AND RUMINATING  

Brother Knights, 

My recent deep thoughts have rambled between politics and policy, 

the state of our society, and the dichotomy in life’s ups and downs. 

Each of these topics degrades into a bit of despair so I have decided 

to look at the positive and continue my series of saint profiles. I 

thought I would investigate our hometown namesake, St. Charles. 

As you can imagine there are a few men named Charles that have 

been canonized. In the back of my mind, I thought there was a King 

of France that fit this description. Oops. That was King Louis IX, the namesake of St. 

Louis, MO (Louisville, KY was named after Louis XIV). Charles I of England, known as 

Charles the Martyr, was executed in 1649 after the English Civil War which pitted 

Parliamentarians against Royalists over religious practices. He lost the war and his 

head trying to bring the Church of England closer to the Catholic Church. Alas, he is 

not a Catholic saint. Neither is Charlemagne, known as Charles the Great, who 

conquered most of Europe by 800. 

The best-known saint named Charles is Charles Borromeo. 

He was born into the noble class in 1538 in northern Italy. 

Although he suffered a speech impediment, he earned a 

doctor of cannon and civil law at the age of 21. His uncle, 

Giovanni Angelo Medici became Pope Pius IV in 1559. Charles 

was invited to Rome and was made a cardinal within a 

month. Charles was appointed supervisor of the Franciscans, 

Carmelites and Knights of Malta and a year later, the 

administrator of the Archdiocese of Milan. Only after this rise 

in the church did he become a priest. He was a guiding figure 

of the counter-reformation which was a reaction to the 

protestant’s complaints about corruption in the Church. He 

stopped the selling of indulgences and church positions, 

created colleges and seminaries to educate the clergy, and 

removed classical pagan elements in religious art. During the 

famine and plague of 1576 in Milan, it is said that he spent 

his inherited fortune to feed over 60,000 each day. He 

eventually went into debt. Charles Borromeo died in 1584 and was canonized on 

November 1st, 1610 by Pope Paul V and is patron saint of bishops, cardinals, 

seminarians, and spiritual leaders. His feast day this year was Friday (Nov. 4th). 

Perhaps our city commemorates St. Charles Garnier who was a French priest sent to 

Quebec, Canada in 1636 to serve the Huron Indians. He was killed by rival Iroquois 

in 1649. Another French priest, St. Charles Joseph Eugene de Mazenod helped 

rebuild the Church in France after the Revolution. 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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St. Charles of Sezze (1613 –1670) was an Italian friar who lived a 

simple life of service. He authored "The Grandeurs of the Mercies 

of God" and several other books. Although he was never ordained 

a priest, he was a spiritual advisor to popes Innocent X, 

Alexander VII and Clement IX. Pope John XXIII canonized Charles 

of Sezze in 1959.  

 

St. Charles Lwanga was among dozens burned 

alive by King Mwanga of Uganda in 1885. 

Missionaries had cultivated a small community of Christians that 

opposed the violent pedophile king. Each of the martyrs boldly 

embraced their faith when asked to renounce it. The missionaries 

were expelled, yet the community grew to the extent that when 

the Society of Missionaries of Africa returned after Mwanga’s 

death, a thousand catechumens were waiting to be confirmed. 

St. Charles Hyon Song-mun was martyred as part of Christian persecution in Korea 

along with his father and sister (also named a saint) in the first half of the 19th 

century. St. Charles Cho Shin-ch'ol was also among the thousands of Catholics killed 

during this time. 

The latest Charles to be named a saint is St. Charles de 

Foucauld, who was canonized just earlier this year. Like St. 

Francis, Charles young adult life was highlighted by 

“egoism, vanity, impiety, all desire for evil” as a soldier, 

explorer and geographer. Charles rediscovered God and 

was ordained a priest in 1901. Later that year, he left for 

Algeria to take up the life of a hermit in the desert. He 

ministered to the local Tuareg people. He was killed in 

1916 after a botched kidnapping attempt. Although he 

failed to build his vision of a Catholic community, his 

writings and life inspired the creation of the orders of the 

Little Brothers of Jesus, Little Sisters of the Sacred Heart, 

and Little Sisters of Jesus after his death. 

Peace! 

Greg Sengstock,  

Grand Knight – Council 12497  

 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

We have a new Council Chaplain! Please join me in welcoming Fr. Perpetuo Arnold 

Olanda Relles (“Fr. Arnold”), who just recently joined St. Patrick Parish.  He provided 

a nice introduction in the October 30 St. Patrick bulletin which you can find online here.  

As he was just recently announced as our new Chaplain, we did not ask Fr. Arnold to 

quickly provide an article for this month’s Unitas.  We look forward to his inspiration 

and encouragement of our Council’s charitable service and spiritual growth.  As you 

have an opportunity to meet Fr. Arnold, be sure to introduce yourself as a knight and 

thank him for accepting this important role for our council. 

Greg 

  

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
mailto:dgk@kofc12497.com
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VOCATIONS RAFFLE UPDATE 
 

Your vocation raffle tickets should have arrived in the mail.  This is a great program 

that directly supports our seminarians who will be future priests.  Raffle books must 

be returned by our November 8 monthly business meeting.   

But wait! You can also purchase books of raffle tickets online – a bonus if you’d rather 

not fill out your contact info on every ticket.  This can be a big time saver! Go to 

https://www.illinoisknights.org/charity/vocations and find the ‘Click Here To Donate’ 

link. You must be sure to enter our council number 12497 on the form, in order for us 

to receive credit; and you can purchase in full-book increments only (15 tickets).  If 

you purchase online, be sure to let our council know about it so we can track it for 

credit. 

Please contact our Vocations Raffle Chairman, Greg Allegretti at 630-240-9303 with any questions, or to notify him 

of your online tickets purchase. 

LADIES AUXILIARY REPORT 
 

“Spread love everywhere you go.  Let no one ever come to you without 
leaving happier.”   - Mother Teresa 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't Miss our next Dine-to-Donate                                   

Village Tavern and Grill – Randall Road, South Elgin  

November 17, 2022 

  

Stop by and enjoy lunch or dinner out (or both). Don’t forget to order world famous chicken 

tenders with dip and the Ladies Auxiliary will receive 20% of the bill!  This will help us continue 

to support local charity organizations. What is better than great food, great service, and 

helping others? Remember to tell your server that you are from St Patrick Parish. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kimberley Haag 

Vice President See our website at www.ladiesaux12497.org 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will be volunteering at the Northern 

Illinois Food Bank on November 8. 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving.  “Give thanks to the Lord, for 

He is good; his love endures forever.” 

1 Chronicles 16:34 
 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://www.illinoisknights.org/charity/vocations
http://www.ladiesaux12497.org/
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K OF C COUNCIL 12497 NAME BADGES 
 

The council encourages everyone to wear his name badge at our monthly meetings. 

This helps the newer members feel more comfortable and as one new member put it, 

"it helps build camaraderie ". We should also use them for other council activities when 

practical, to help promote our organization and mission. 

 

If you have not received one or have misplaced yours and need a new one please email 

the Grand Knight (gk@kofc12497.com) and copy Mark Schaefer (Membership Director, at fercoghill@gmail.com) and 

it will be ordered. It should take no more than a week to get them and once Mark picks them up, he will be in touch 

to see that you receive it ASAP. 

 

Mark has badges for: John Dehm, Bob Hansen, Joe Hathaway, Ron Hill and Nate Rose; and Honorary Life 

Membership cards for Roger Turczak and John Wagner.  See him at the next meeting for pickup or email him to 

arrange pickup. 

 

SHARE THE MISSION: WHO DO YOU KNOW? 
 

Summer is winding down and families are getting into a new 

routine with the change of seasons and schools back in 

session. It is important for the Knights to maintain and 

increase visibility of our service to our community, and to 

continue providing opportunities for Catholic gentlemen to join 

us in our mission and good works.   

 

Ask yourself who you know that might benefit from the 

fellowship, charitable service opportunities, and fraternal 

benefits that the Knights provide.  It’s easy to join online at 

KofC.org/join.  Contact our Membership Director Mark Schaefer 

at fercoghill@gmasil.com if you have questions or would like 

help reaching out to a prospective candidate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
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ST. CHARLES KNIGHTS HAVE MERCY FOR THE STARVING !! 
 

Our Council along with the Ladies Auxiliary are partnering with Feed My 

Starving Children March 24-25, 2023 to feed 448 children for one full year 

by packing 163,296 meals!!  This is more children than we have ever fed 

before!!  Our best year prior to this was 362 children fed for a year in 2020 

(oh that was a year we want to forget what took place after our event). 

WE NEED YOU to accomplish this feat.  The cost of the ingredients and labor 

to fund this meal packing event is $40,000.  Our Council accepted the 

challenge to match individual Knight donations up to a collective $2,000 total. 

Check out this video to see how you can make a difference in a child's life. 

Until All Are Fed - Feed My Starving Children.  You can donate 500 meals for as little as $120.00.  This will feed 

approximately 1-1/2 children for one year! 

Donating on behalf of the Knights to ensure the matching donation by the Council, can be easily done by cash or 

check at a Council meeting or any place you see Paul Braddock.  This year you can even donate online at this link: 

give.fmsc.org/KC12497. 

The flyer at the end of this Unitas edition provides a QR code you can scan, or click on the link which takes you 

instantly to the Mercy for the Starving event page where you can make your electronic donation.  Paul will make 

sure these donations are counted toward the Council match. 

The MFTS team has one more favor of you.  We are searching for (3) Knights who are willing to become a personal 

fundraiser.  What does this mean?  You agree to spread the word about the meal packing event and make personal 

donation requests to those you know.  Our team will set you up with a personal URL to make electronic online 

donations as easy as it is for the Knights.  What do you get out of this?  Feeding the hungry is one of the corporal 

works of mercy that we are asked to follow.  If you remember to help the children of God, He will remember you.   

Blessings to you for caring about those who have no food.  With your help, some child will live. 

 

Paul Braddock 

trombone_55@yahoo.com 

630-901-3164 

 

 

A ROSARY - FOR YOU! 
 

Mark Schaefer, our Membership Director, has committed to saying a rosary for you on your 

birthday. He has a list of current members and their birthdays.  So when your special day 

rolls around this year, know that you are being prayed for.   

 

Thank you Mark! 

 

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://youtu.be/J8blPYF5iGg
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PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR UKRAINIAN REFUGEES  
 

The world quickly forgets tragic events. Even though the immediate threat to the largest city and capitol of Ukraine has 

eased, there is still a great refugee crisis within Ukraine and surrounding countries. Their economy has been destroyed 

on top of the complete physical destruction of their eastern cities. As an organization with Charity as our first principle, 

we are constantly asking our members and the community at large for financial support. Although there is little each of 

us can do on our own, our second principle of Unity illustrates that together we can achieve great things. Our 

fundraising page is at https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200 and it will look like this: 

 

To make an individual donation, just hit the yellow “Donate” button and follow the directions. If you want to multiply 

your efforts, hit the “Join Team” button. Add yourself as a member and solicit help from those you know. It is set up to 

work well with Facebook and Twitter. We started with a $1000 goal for our council, but I think we will at least double 

that. Thank you to those that have donated and to those that will spread the word.  

 

  

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
https://donate.kofccharities.org/team/424200
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4TH DEGREE NEWS 
 

Council & Assembly 4th Degree Knights Uniform Rebate 

 

If you are a 4th Degree Knight or prospective 4th Degree we have an offer 

for you.  In order to increase our Council support of the 4th Degree 

mission, we encourage you to take advantage of the rebates currently 

offered to those who purchase a complete uniform.  To show our 

Councils support, we are offering a $200 rebate when you purchase a 

complete uniform.  In addition, the 4th Degree Marquette Assembly is also offering an additional $100 towards your 

uniform purchase.   Take advantage of this great offer while it lasts.  Contact GK Greg Sengstock, FS Bill Roth or DD 

Gary Stopka for more information or how to receive your rebates. Be a visible symbol of the Patriotic Degree during 

religious ceremonies and in the community. 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFIT……DID YOU KNOW? 
 

It’s a difficult subject to discuss, but it’s something that we all must face -- some day, we all face certain death.  

Members of the Knights of Columbus, and immediate family members of 3rd degree Knights, are entitled to a 4th 

degree Honor Guard.  At the request of the family, the Marquette Assembly #188 will put into action arrangements 

for a wake or funeral Honor Guard.  

Our Council has arranged with local funeral homes and both Parishes to include this benefit in their funeral planning 

with the family.  However, with the many details involved, this benefit may be overlooked or passed over.   So as a 

reminder, ensure that your family members are aware of your wishes. 

Also, if you know of a member who has passed, please notify our Grand Knight via email at gk@kofc12497.com.   

Due to the size of our two Parish Council and membership, we may not always be aware of a Brother Knight passing.  

It would be helpful if you know of a Brother Knight passing please contact the Grand Knight with that information as 

soon as possible.  When the Grand Knight is notified, he will contact the Assembly Faithful Navigator and Color Corp 

Commander who will arrange the service if requested and only if requested by the family.   

PRAYER LIST 
 

Recent illnesses and deaths of our fellow knights, loved ones, and friends remind us of the 

beautiful opportunity for prayer intentions that our council's online Prayer List offers to us.  

Imagine having hundreds of knights praying for your good health, or the repose of the soul of 

your loved one.  It is so easily accomplished.   

Merely go to the council's webpage at kofc12497.com.  Currently, under the Knights Items tab 

on the menu bar, select the dropdown Prayer Request Create item.  Fill out the information page 

and submit.   

For those of us who promise to pray for a specific intention, but then have so many intentions to remember, the List 

provides a handy method to remember those intentions.  In your prayers of supplication, merely remember to say 

"And for all the intentions in my council's Prayer List" and you will be performing a wonderful act of mercy.  How 

easy is that! 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gk@kofc12497.com
http://kofc12497.com/
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  
 

 

 

 

 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Any Knight can sponsor our newsletter for $100 per year.  Proceeds go toward our Council’s charitable works.  

Contact the Unitas editor at unitas12497@sbcglobal.net 
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PHOTO ALBUM 
 

A big thank you to all who contribute photos for Unitas - it makes the publication much more interesting. 

 

 

Pies By The Guys (and friends) was our headline event this month – a great crew! 

 

 

Boxes aren’t the most fun part … but a very important 

part of getting the pies out the door! 

 

 

“Just a spoonful of sugar …”  -- oh, wrong song. It takes a 

LOT of sugar!  Probably more than you want to know 

about, for each pie. 

 

mailto:unitas12497@sbcglobal.net
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Ready to rock! 

 

Instructions before the hard work begins 

 

 

4 barrels of sugar and flour! But the real stars of 

this concoction are the cinnamon and nutmeg. 
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From our October member meeting: it was great to have our District Deputy 

and Prior Grand Knight Gary Stopka join us, seen here providing his report 

to the council. 
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